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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR: Aaron Kula, 48

Lite has been musical journey
for klezmer orchestra conductor

By SAMANTHA FRANK
Poler Brack Fost Sialf Writer
Music is in Aaron Kula's blood
and has been a part of his life
since the day he was born
His father Morton was a

musicologist, composer, conduc-
tor and cantor at a Conservative

near Heights,
m.ﬂwm]ﬁﬂammﬁn

it comes as no surprise to his

friends and that Kula, 48,
is now director of music collec-
tions and performance at Florids
Atlantic University and conducts
the Klezmer Com Orches-

“My life is like my music, a
journey,” said Kula, who lives in
Boca Eaton.

pa;.,uﬂuefm In'tche b

ing piao. up
the recorder, guitar and accor-
dion,

In addition to music, Judaism
was a big part of his life. He and
his five would wall to
temple each week for the Sab-
hath with their father

“We were his little team-
mates,” Kula said, “We would
fight over who got to hold his
hands. I have ve
ries of that walk.

He attended the University of
Minnesota, where he a
bachelor's degree in music and
Judaic studies in 1980, From
there, he moved to Boston and
went to the New: England Con-
servatory, where he carmed a
masters in music theory and
conducting in 1984,

T make a living. Kula began
wl‘mthtm]lsa “composite ca-
reer” He conducted man:.rémfﬂ-
sional ballet orchestras th
wdmﬂeabuperiormd
with klezmer groups, playing the
accordion.

But when orchestras began to

cut their 5, Kula started
looking elsew! for work.
When the ity arose at
FAL in 1997, he decided to give
itatry

“I wanted to experience new
things,” he said.

During his first year at FAL
he commuted weekly from Bos-
tom, but by his second year, he

was working there fulltime and

moved to Boca Raton.

Kuila has been extreme
happy with hmph. “It could not
be more ideal,” he said.

That same year that he began
working atKFII‘.U he Er;atcd the
22-p|:r5cu1 ezmer Company

Orchestra,

“It’s sort of my child.” he said.
'Rl.ghl_mw. it in its adolescent

staﬁlel.
la's job is to blend tradition
with innovation,

“I'll take: a W-vearold melody
in the library collection and
transform it into a hip piece of
music,” he said, *T make it so

South County

50 cef

that it relates to people living in
the 21% century, -

He said that his pieces are a
musical fusion, blending jazz,
Latin American and Arabic mu-
sic. It often takes him weeks or
manths to compose one piece.

Although the group has been
around for nearly 11 years, it
only recently released its first
CD, Beyond the Tribes. Its next
performance is 3 pum. Sunday
at FALTs Carole and Barry Kaye
Performing Arts Auditorium in
the University Center.

Since the groups inception,
Kula has found that the audience
has become younger, But he atill

finds it challenging to connect
with students.

“Omce [ expose them to it,
thegr think its very cool,” he said.
“But for the most part, they're
limited to what they're com fort-

able with and what they know.”
Kula said that klezmer music
has nothing to do with Judaism
E-E a religion, even though that’s
lar belief, It was simply
pla}m}’ traveling Jewish musi-
cians and is, therefore, a part of
Jewish culture and hismr:.r.

Kula's daughter Katya, 21,
plays piano and composes music,
and his son Mario, 16, plays
electric guitar and loves to mess
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Aaron Kula leads the Klezmer Company Orehestra during rehearsal at Florida Atlantic University in preparation for its nest concert at 3 p.m. Sunday,

around with the music recording

Ga Band.
Prm nta live in
Roca Ramn, i stays in close

contact with his IJm'LI'H:ru. one
of whom is a rabbi and cantor in
Miami.

As for his goals, he hopes to
take the Klezmer Com Or
chestra to Carnegie Hall within
the next two years.,

But even after that, his job
won't get old.,

“When I perform, its always
like the first time,” he said, *1
always have that chibd-like excite-
ment.”
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