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MUSIC

Klezmer-blues link
hits with a gasp

By CHARLES PASSY
Fatwy Brack Pest M Wraler

On the surface, there
wouldn't appear to be a mu-
sical link between kleamer
and the blues. The former
is a popular
style rooted
in the an-
cient Jow-
ish prayer
melodies,
The latter
is & sparse
and souliul
EXPresson
. of the
African-American experi-
ence,

But Aaron Kula, a Jew-
izh musical scholar based
at Florida Atlantic Universi-
ty’s Boca Raton campus,
sees g world of similarities
hetween the two, And to
prove his point, he's devel
oped an entire concert pro-
gram devoted to exploring
the connections.

He calls it “Klexmer
Does the Blues." Afier
bowing earlier this year at
FAL, the show, featuring
Kula's Kleamer Company
ensemble and the Ebony
Chorale, comes to Palm
Beach Community Col-
lege's Eissey Campus The-
atre in Palm Beach Gar-
dens on Sunday evening,

For Kula, there's an ob-
vious way 1o understand
the link: Such Jewish com-
posers as George Gersh-
win and Kurt Weill were
clearly im‘umd by the
music of the synagogue —
Gershwin and his brother
aﬂdduendllabugalnr. Im.ba:ﬁy
tended services regularly,
Kula notes, Bul they also
wrote in the popular style
of the day, which was inovi-
tably influenced by such
African-American styles as
jaee anel blues.

To illustrate the point,
Kula features a prayer from
the Jewish Friday-night
service in the concert, then
goes into Gershwin's [t
Ain't Necessarily So from
Forgy and Bess.

“You can hear the audi-
ence gasp .. .. The similar-
ities are 50 striking,” Kula
says.

KLEZMER DOES THE
BLUES — Featuring the
Hlezmer Company and
Ebany Chorabe. At Palm
Baach Community Cal-

lage's Eissey Campus
Theatre, Palm Beach Gar-
dens, 7:30 p.m, Sunday,
Tickets: $24-38, Phone:
(BTT) BTT-TGTT.

Still, Gershwin isn't ex-
actly kleamer — in the &
miliar sense, (Although Ku
la points out that all the He
brew word literally means
is “instrumental music.”)
S0, Kula offers plenty more,
including a kleamer piece,
written for the legendary
Jewish clarinetist Giora Fet-
dman, that sounds like a
“Jewish New Orleans funer-
al march.”

And it's worth noting
that Kula's own eight-
member Kleamer Company
iz made up of musicians
with jazz, blues and H&B
experience. Take violingst
Randi Fishenfeld, who
plays regulardy with Clar-
ence Clemons (of Bruce
Springsteen’s E Street
Band fame).

The other participant in
the program will be the Eb-
ony Choerale, a 36voice
African-American group
that sings spirituzls and
secular music. They'll join
the Klesmer Company for
some numbers, including
Grershwin's Summertime
and a kleamerstyle rendi-
tion of the spiritual Let My
Peaple Go, but will also per-
form two sclections on
their own.

Chuoir director Orville
Lawton sayﬁ‘ the idea of
combining the groups —
and the styles — makes
perfect sense, noting the
connection between Jews
and African-Americans that
playw] a key role in the
civil-rights movement in
the "B0s. The connection in-
evitably carries over into
the music, which reflects
both cultures” history of op-
pression and redemption.,

“It's music that comes
out of a struggle.” Lawton
says,



