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Aaron Kula’s Klezmer Company Orchestra (KCO) has received critical acclaim for its fusion of ethnic 

jazz orchestrations and exotic melodies that defy classification.  KCO features accomplished jazz and 

classical musicians who create a multi-dimensional musical idiom that relies on both written orchestrations 

and improvisation.  KCO is an innovative out-of-the-box ensemble and Kula’s cutting-edge compositions 

are based on ancient melodies from around the globe that reflect cultural fusion.  KCO is comprised of 

10 core soloists, a vocalist and a string section. 



BEYOND THE TRIBES 
“WORLD MUSIC ON STERIODS” 

Klezmer Company Orchestra, an out-of-the-box ensemble that masterfully fuses jazz, classical and ethnic music, is 

heralding the national release of its first studio-produced album “Beyond the Tribes.” The groundbreaking album is a 

celebration of cultural fusion and a tribute to ethnic melodies.  The 12-track recording is energetic and pulsates with 

Latin, Arabic and African rhythms.   

Klezmer revivalist Aaron Kula, a prolific composer, accordionist and founder of the11-year-old KCO, balances tradition 

and innovation throughout the 50-minute recording. The music seems to bend time and timbre as Kula morphs exotic 

melodies into entirely different songs that push innovation to the extreme and ultimately propel Klezmer into the 21st 

century. Kula worked on the orchestrations and compositions for nearly two years prior to recording them in the studio, 

always striving to balance tradition with innovation.  Absolute rules have no place in “Beyond the Tribes.” Simply put, 

the music defies common classification. One writer even described the KCO sound as “world music on steroids.” 

Each song has its own back story  and features different KCO members who contribute their own improvisational style to 

the orchestrations.  The opening track called JewOrleans March is a fusion of New Orleans jazz and a100-year-old 

Rumanian melody. Dos Mambo Freylachs superimposes a hyper drive Latin percussion section over fragments of an 

old Klezmer melody from Eastern Europe. Macedonian Tantz (dance) is a fusion composition that combines a bulgar 

(Slavic dance) rhythm with folk songs from Macedonia, resulting in a complex asymmetrical 7/8 meter.  Teresa’s Bulgar 

is a Rumanian song that features the xylophone in a super fast improvised style.  Vocalist Elena Correia provides a sultry 

performance on the Malagueńa style song Eishishoken Nigun (melody) and on Miami Beach Rumba. Trumpeter Chaim 

Rubinov orchestrated two Latin dance-band songs on the CD including Miami Beach Rumba and Bet Hamikdash a la Salsa. 

The final track Wrong Note Freylach is an original composition for full orchestra where Kula uses melodic fragments that 

stress chromatic chaos in a rag rhythm. The result is harmonic hysteria that is frenetic and funny. 

KCO’s 22-member orchestra includes 10 core soloists and a vocalist, with accomplished backgrounds in classical and jazz 

music.  Featured instruments on the album include violin, saxophone, clarinet, trumpet, flute, trombone, bass, drums, 

percussion, piano and accordion.  
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BI O G R A P H I E S  
KCO CORE SOLOISTS 

Jackie De Los Santos, double bass and guitar, is the assistant 
principal bassist with the Florida Classical Orchestra and the Florida 
Grand Opera. She has performed with world renowned artists 
including Andrea Bocelli, Sarah Chang and Yo-Yo Ma. A native 
New Yorker, Jackie earned her Master and Bachelor of Music 
degrees from The Juilliard School. She has served as music collections 
specialist in Special Collections and Archives at FAU Libraries.   

Randi Fishenfeld, violin, studied privately with Juilliard professor 
Sylvan Schulman. Randi performs with her own band throughout 
South Florida. She is in demand as a recording artist and has 
performed with such national acts as Kansas, America, Air Supply, 
B.B. King, Bruce Springsteen, Dave Valentine, Clarence Clemons 
and Nestor Torres. Randi also teaches violin to pre-college and 
adult students. 

Teresa Flores, percussion, is a native of Los Angeles where she 
received her Bachelor of Music from the University of Southern 
California. She has performed with such artists as Louie Bellson, 
Poncho Sanchez, Glen Velez and Mick Fleetwood. Teresa received 
her Master of Music from Florida International University and 
teaches music in the Miami-Dade school system. 

David Levitan, trombone, a native of South Florida, received a 
Bachelor of Music from the University of Florida and attended 
University of North Florida’s American Music Studies for jazz 
studies. He worked as a musical director, composer and performer 
for Disney and performed for internationally renowned acts including 
Joe Williams, Herbie Hancock, Clint Holmes, Lisa Donovan and 
the national tour of Hello Dolly, starring Carol Channing.  

Chaim Rubinov, trumpet and flugelhorn, is a native of Montreal, 
Canada. He has toured the U.S. and South America and performed with 
artists including Marvin Hamlisch, Nestor Torres, Tito Puente, Jr., 
David Sanchez and Melton Mustafa. Chaim’s career includes directing 
a professional 11-piece band on cruise ships, composing, arranging 
and recording national radio and television commercials. Chaim 
holds a Bachelor of Music from the University of North Texas State 
and works for FreeHand Systems, a digital music company.  

Doug Friend, drum set, attended the world renowned Indiana 
University School of Music in Bloomington where he studied 
percussion with Richard Johnson and George Gaber and jazz with 
David Baker. Doug has performed with the Miami City Ballet, 
Florida Grand Opera, Florida Symphonic Pops, Palm Beach Pops, 
Palm Beach Symphony, Boca Raton Symphonia and was a member 
of the Florida Philharmonic Orchestra from 1986 through 2003. 

Scott Klarman, saxophones and flute, is a multi-talented instrumentalist 
who began his musical studies with his father, an accomplished 
classical, commercial and recording musician. Scott has performed 
at the Umbria Jazz Festival, the Montreux Jazz Festival and the 
North Sea Jazz Festival. An innovative improvisational musician, 
he is an active jazz and big band freelance and recording artist. 
Scott attended Miami Dade College and studied with international 
recording artist Ed Calle.  

Stas Pomerants, clarinet, a native of the former Soviet Union, 
moved to Vilnius, Lithuania, where he studied at the Dvarionas 
Music School. He attended the Rubin Conservatory of Music in 
Jerusalem and performed with the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra 
and Israeli Army Chamber Orchestra. Stas received a bachelor’s 
degree in performance from the Conservatory of Music at Lynn 
University. He performs with Miami City Ballet and Palm Beach Opera.   

Elena Correia, vocalist, received her Master of Music from The 
Juilliard School and her Bachelor of Music from San Diego State 
University. She has performed with the Aspen Opera Theater 
Center, Juilliard Opera Theater, San Diego State Opera Theater, 
Sarasota Opera and the San Diego Chamber Orchestra. Among 
her awards are first prizes in the prestigious Graz (Austria) 
Meistersinger Competition, the NATS Competition and the San 
Diego District of the Metropolitan Opera Competition.  

Aaron Kula, music director and accordion, has been teaching, arranging and performing ethnic music for 30 years. He joined the Florida 
Atlantic University faculty in 1997 and in the fall of 2003, was named director of music collections and performance at FAU Libraries, 
where his activities include archiving, lecturing, composing and performing. Kula is also on the faculty at New England Conservatory of 
Music in Boston, where he has been conducting orchestras since 1986 and has taught conducting at Boston University. As a conductor 
he has worked with the Boston Ballet, Miami City Ballet, Boston Conservatory Symphony, Santa Fe Symphony, New Hampshire Ballet 
and others internationally, and renowned artists including cellist Yo-Yo Ma and clarinetist Richard Stoltzman. Kula holds degrees in 
music and Judaic studies from the University of Minnesota and in orchestral conducting with distinction from New England Conservatory.  

“Original Jewish Fusion music…  
  played by the expert and spirited KCO” 
                                  ~The Miami Herald  
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